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Meet the PMRS 
Department

Debi Russell

Private Market Rent 
Subsidy Specialist

Madison Jarrell

Many of you may already know 
Debi from her many years of 
experience working as a provider in 
Franklin County. Debi joined the 
CHI team in August and has been a 
great asset with her experience 
working with individuals with 
developmental disabilities.

Private Market Rent
Subsidy Specialist

Most of you have had the 
opportunity to meet or conversate 
with Madison by now. She came to 
CHI in early August with property 
management experience that really 
enhances the inner workings of the 
PMRS Department. She  adds a 
unique perspective to our team with 
her  knowledge of the fair rental 
market. 

 



 

Budget Friendly Meals: Under $25 a Recipe
With Springtime and the changing of the seasons always comes many rainy days. 
This recipe is perfect for a cozy day inside listening to the rain fall. Some optional 
additions to make this meal a little heartier would be diced chicken breast or red 

lentils if you would like to keep it vegetarian. Either addition would also be a 
great way to add a little more protein if you’re looking to do so.

 
Spicy Pumpkin & Corn Soup

Prep/total time: 20-30 minutes                Makes: 8 servings
Ingredients:

-1 can (15oz) Pumpkin 
-1 can (15oz) Black Beans, rinsed and drained

-32oz Low-Sodium Chicken Broth
-1 can (10oz) Diced Tomatoes and Green Chiles

-¼ Teaspoon of Pepper
-2 Cloves of Garlic, Minced or ¼ teaspoon of garlic powder

-½ Teaspoon Ground Coriander
-¾ Teaspoon Ground Cumin

Optional:
1lb boneless skinless chicken breast or 1 cup red lentils

Directions:
1.If using chicken, cut chicken into 1” chunks and sauté until browned on all sides.
2.Add all ingredients in a large pot. Bring to a boil, then reduce to medium heat. 

3.If using lentils, add them now with an additional 1 ½ cups of water.
4.Allow to simmer while stirring occasionally for 10-15 minutes or until slightly 

thickened.
 

Freeze option: Freeze cooled soup in freezer containers. To use, partially thaw in 
refrigerator overnight. Heat through in a saucepan, stirring occasionally; add a little 

broth if necessary.
Nutrition Facts

3/4 cup: 100 calories, 0 fat (0 saturated fat), 0 cholesterol, 542mg sodium, 20g 
carbohydrate (3g sugars, 5g fiber), 6g protein

Cost of Recipe: $17.00                           Cost Per Serving: $2.13



Renters'
Tips:

Renters' Insurance

Renters’ Insurance:
It is very common for landlords to require renters’ 
insurance, but did you know, having renters’ insurance 
is a requirement for our PMRS program? Your 
landlord’s insurance only protects the building and their 
physical property so renters’ insurance could save you 
from financial liability down the line. Renters’ insurance 
can also be surprisingly affordable with the average 
cost per month being $13-$15. Some 
benefits of renters’ insurance include:

 

 
-Protection from theft and damages to your personal 
belongings, at home and when you travel.

-Protection from paying for repairs from things like water 
damage, house fires, and vandalism to name a few

-Reimbursement to stay at a hotel if your apartment 
becomes inhabitable from damage, natural disasters etc.



Air Conditioning Maintenance:
90-degree days are creeping closer by the hour, make sure your A/C is 
up to the job! Here are a few tips to make sure your air conditioning is 
warm weather ready:

-The next 70+ degree day, turn your air conditioning on to 68. Make sure 
you hear the fan kick on then wait and make sure the thermostat 
reading gets down to 68. If one or both of these things doesn’t happen, 
let your landlord know
-It may be time for your furnace filter to be replaced, put in a work order 
with your landlord to have this done. If they require you to do it yourself, 
ask your provider to help you
-If you have an external unit outside your apartment, make sure there 
are no debris blocking or clogging it. 

 

Renters' 
TIPS:

A/C Upkeep

Bonus Tips: 
-Make sure all vents are open and not covered by furniture 

or other things. This will keep your A/C unit from having to 

work as hard (which could help your electric bill). 

-Put your thermostat in the ON setting instead of AUTO. This 

makes your A/C unit constantly circulate the air in your 

house helping air quality and ensuring the same 

temperature throughout the whole home.



Pets Of PMRS

Eleanor
Age: 7

Favorite Toy: A piece of string
Buddy
Age:9

Favorite Toy: Anything with a squeaker

Zeke
Age:5

Favorite Toy: A white teddy bear Grace
Age: 1.5

Favorite Toy: a blue stuffed monkey

Douglas
Age: 5

Favorite Toy: a toy fish on a string

Deojie
Age: 5

Favorite Toy: Anything he can steal from 
his sister, Grace



Community Spotlight
Amanda Testa, Wallick Properties: 

Amanda is one of our community landlords at Blacklick Crossing, Hamilton Crossing, and 
Hamilton Annex and has been with her current company, Wallick Properties, for 2 years. 
Amanda currently houses 14 of our PMRS individuals throughout her 3 properties and has 
housed countless more during our relationship with Wallick. Amanda is our go-to property 
manager for our clients with accessibility needs and she is happy to accommodate. If
apartments need further accessibility renovations, she invariably makes the process quick 
and painless so residents can have full enjoyment of their homes in a timely manner. 

While Amanda keeps her hands busy managing 3 properties, she is never too busy to go the 
extra mile for her residents. Residents frequently come to the office to just sit and talk with 
Amanda, and she is always ready to listen. Amanda consistently treats all of her residents 
with understanding, grace, and respect and we sincerely thank her for her current and 
continued partnership.

Jake Reinhart and Macie Keaton, The Residences at Eastpoint Ridge: 

Jake and Macie are the property manager and leasing consultant at Eastpoint Ridge and have 
been there 2 years and 1 year respectively. Eastpoint currently houses 30 Creative Housing 
individuals and has served many more in the past. Jake and Macie provide their residents 
with the highest level of service through constant communication and always making 
accommodations when possible. They remain in constant contact with CHI and their 
residents’ teams to get ahead of issues before they even start.

These two are always more than happy to assist in housing our individuals. They are 
consistently helpful and patient throughout every step of the application and leasing process. 
They have even on occasion reached out to Creative Housing to tell us about available 
apartments to see if we have need for them. Creative Housing is extremely grateful for 
partnership with these two and looks forward to our continued work together in the future.

 



Need rental assistance?

 - Rentful614.com lists different resources 
such as rental assistance grant, help to pay 
your utilities and more. Just go under the "For 
Tenants" tab to find a list of organizations in 
your area and get information on how to 
apply

cOMMUNITY eVENTS
 - Columbus Cherry 
Blossom Festival
April 1st - 10th
Franklin Park Conservatory

- Westerville Art Hop
 April 9th, 1p-5p
N State St, Westerville, OH

 - Miklos B's Soupfest

April 30th, 6p-9p
1590 Sunbury Rd.
Columbus, OH 43219

- Central Ohio Folk 
Festival 
May 7th-8th
Highbanks Metropark

- Pickerington Comic Fest
May 7th, 10a-2p
Pickerington Public Library

- Art On the Canal Stroll
May 21st, 12p-6p
10 S. High St.
Canal Winchester, OH 43110

- Rose Run 5K
May 21st, 8a-9:30a
Market St
New Albany, OH 43054



You’re in a dark room
with a candle, a wood 
stove, and a gas lamp. 
You only have one match, 
so what do you light first?

1.

1. The match

Brain Teasers

2. In a one-story pink house, there 
was a pink person, a pink cat, a 
pink fish, a pink computer, a pink 
chair, a pink table, a pink 
telephone, a pink shower — 
everything was pink! What color 
were the stairs?

2. None, the house is single-story 



Creative Housing, Inc.
2233 CityGate Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43219

Contact us:

Madison Jarrell
mjarrell@creativhousing.org
614-428-7725 x31

Debi Russell
drussell@creativhousing.org
614-418-7725 x17

Want your pet to be in the newsletter?
Send a picture of your pet to 
privatemarketrent@creativehousing.org with their name, 
age, and favorite toy or activity and we might feature them 
in the next issue of our newsletter.

Community Spotlight Nominations:
If you would like to be in the newsletter or have a landlord, 
provider, roommate or anyone else that you would like to 
spotlight, send your nominations to 
privatemarketrent@creativehousing.org. Your submission 
may end up in our next newsletter issue


